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2. Project CQRONA le a part of the DISC O VE RE R Thor-Agena 
Satellite Prcgram. The firet launch wae made la February 1959. Tàirty- 
nine vehicle launch es bave beea attempted thu» far including engineering 
teste, bio-medical, and other experteidhts in addition to the photo 
reconnaissance caméra payloade. The firet successful reconnaissance 
mission occurred in August I960. There hâve been a total of eleven 
succès efui reconnaissance missions. Addition»! launches are echeduied 
through September 1962 reaching a maximum rate of three per monih. 
Sufficient vehicle* are being procured to entend the program into 1963 if 
necessary* s*- mshJZLÆ. eéêc<zy 


3, Three g «aérations of caméras hâve been ueed. Thés* are 
ali 24 inch focal length and cover a latéral ewath of about ZOO miles. 
Approximately five million square miles of coverage le possible exciuding 
clouds in the four day life. Initial g round resolution was 25 to 40 feet. 

The laies! stéréo caméras produce résolutions «f 8 to 10 feet. 


4. 


is a descendent of the Air Force 5AMOS program. 
vehicle combination. The firet sms launch ed two 
The caméra le 36 inch focal length and wiil 


This le an Atias -Agen» 
days ago but not recovered. 
cover approximately 200 mile# swath wldth and about two million square 
miles per day in the five to eight day life. Ground resolution of about 8 feet stéréo 
is expected. This program is scheduled to April 1964 reaching a maximum 
launch rate of two per month. The entire vehicle is de-orbited. 


5. There hâve been several earlier SA MOS launch attempts with 
one success. The suceess was an E- i caméra non- recoverable electronic 
readout System. That mission produced ground resolution of about 100 
feet. 


6, Project LANYARP is an intérim sériés of five Thor-ad Agen» 
vehicle launches betweea January and June 1963. The payload le aa adapta- 
tion from the caacelled Air Force E-5 SAMOS project. The caméra is 66 
inch focal length and expert ed to cover a latéral swath of 40 to 50 mile# at 
a résolution of five feet In stéréo. The film le to be recovered as in 
CORONA aller a four day life. 
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f . Project ARGON is a part «f CORON A. Four launches of thia 
m&pping s atoll lie are scheduled this year. The three inch focal leagth caméra will 
produce résolution» of 400 to 600 feet but redundaatly over extensive area» 
for mapping purposes. A stellar or star photographias cernera le included 
for accu rate or bit fixing. 

IG. Project 35 la an Air Force weather reconnaissance satellite 
which to g ether with NASA TI RO S will give almost constant real tlœu 
weather reporting du ring the next two yeare. 
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i i. Project MIDAS le the Air Force eariy warning satellite using 
Atlas -Ageaa vehicles, Niae are scheduled through 1963. The payload seases 
the Infra red. émission» of large grouad launched rockets and transmit» thîs 
information back to the U. 5. by micro-wave signais. 
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STANLEY W. BEERLI 
Colonel. USAF 
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